
Rep. Melancon Comments Following Inspection of Oil Spill in Gulf with Cabinet Secretaries 

Melancon Requested  Secretary-Level Review of Disaster
 April 30, 2010

 WASHINGTON D.C. – Today, Congressman Charlie Melancon (LA-03) made the  following
statement after he toured by helicopter the oil sheen in the  Gulf of Mexico caused by the Deep
Horizon oil rig disaster.  He toured  the site with U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Janet
Napolitano, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, and Administrator of the  Environmental
Protection Agency Lisa Jackson.

“First let me say that I am enormously proud of how hard Louisianians are working to
protect our coastline.  In the past two days, I have  seen countless volunteers tirelessly
fighting against unbelievable odds  and tough sea conditions to save their homes and
livelihoods.  As we  have in the past, Louisianians are pulling together and facing this 
challenge with resolve."

Click here  to read more.        Melancon Requested  Secretary-Level Review of Disaster
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 “What we saw today in our flight over the oil slick was very sobering.  Our meetings
with local and state officials responding to the scene were equally somber.  Louisiana’s
fragile coastline and ecosystem faces a grave threat, and until BP can turn off the well,
conditions will continue to deteriorate.

 “Our situation in south Louisiana is critical, and I thank Secretary Napolitano, Secretary
Salazar, and Administrator Jackson for heeding my request to immediately evaluate the
response and containment efforts in person.  While this is BP’s mess, the federal
government has a responsibility to the people of Louisiana to offer any assistance or
expertise that might prevent this disaster from worsening.

 “While all our focus right now must be on mitigating this environmental disaster, we
must also begin preparing for the economic effects the oil spill will have on Louisiana’s
critical fishing industry.  One third of our nation’s seafood depends on Louisiana’s
wetland habitats, and fishing is central to our economy and way of life in south
Louisiana.  Disaster funding must be available to help stand up this critical industry so it
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can continue to feed our country.”

 Wednesday, Congressman Melancon requested  Secretary Napolitano and Secretary Salazar
immediately review the current response and containment efforts to the oil rig disaster. In his 
letter
, Congressman Melancon urged the Cabinet secretaries to evaluate how the containment and
clean-up efforts could be accelerated in order to minimize damage to Louisiana’s fragile
coastline and fishing grounds.  

 The Deepwater Horizon platform was located 50 miles off the coast of Venice, which is in
Louisiana’s Third Congressional District. 

 Thursday, Congressman Melancon returned to Louisiana from Washington to help coordinate
the emergency response efforts.  He traveled to Plaquemines Parish to meet with local officials
and make sure they have the resources they need to prevent further damage to Louisiana’s
fragile coastline.

 Congressman Melancon also contacted  the Secretary of Commerce and the head of NOAA’s
Fisheries Service yesterday urging them to prepare to direct disaster funding to Louisiana’s
commercial and recreational fishermen.  In his letter, Congressman Melancon noted that the oil
intrusion resulting from the Deepwater Horizon oil rig disaster would likely damage the fragile
habitats on which Louisiana’s fishermen, oystermen, and shrimpers depend.  Congressman
Melancon’s letter can be viewed online here.

  ###
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